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hand about the French Mission he determined
that the British and Egyptian flags must be
hoisted at Khartoum in order to show the world
that we held ourselves responsible for the future
of the Sudan.
On September 7 one of the Khalifa's steamers
came lumbering down the river to Khartoum.
The captain had heard nothing about the defeat
of the Dervishes; he surrendered at once, and
told a story of strange white men whom he had
seen at Fashoda. This was the first definite
news of Marchand. On the loth the Sirdar set
off with five steamers, in which were a company
of Cameron Highlanders, the nth and I3th
Sudanese, and a Mountain Battery. Smith-
Dorrien, who commanded the troops, has given
an account of the proceedings. Kitchener did
not explain to anybody the object of his mis-
sion, but issued careful orders for the landing
of troops and the hoisting of the Egyptian flag.
A message was sent ahead to warn the French
of the approach of the British, and as soon as
the flotilla came abreast of the fort, on Septem-
ber 19, Marchand came on board for an inter-
view.
After an exchange of civilities Kitchener in-
formed the Commandant that he had instruc-
tions to occupy Fashoda in the name of its law-
ful owner, the Khedive; he offered to place a
steamer at the disposal of the French to take
them away. Marchand, as in duty bound, re-
plied that he was there under the orders of his
Government, and could not haul down the
French flag without instructions from Paris.